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Abstract
This research is about the correlation of Parenting and Socioeconomic
Status (SES) towards English Learning Readiness (ELR) of children.
This study was aimed to find out the correlation of parenting quality
and socioeconomic status towards English learning readiness of
children. This research applied quantitative research, the case
conducts in correlational research which describes an existing
condition. The population of this research was students from all
elementary school in Kecamatan Tamalate Makassar where English is
tought at second grade. The representation of the population in this
research is the 2nd year students of six elementary schools in
Kecamatan Tamalate academic year of 2012/2013 who have collected
the two questionnaires which is distributed to them and filled out by
their parents. Total number of the sample is 105 students chosen from
the questionnaires which is collected and has filled properly by
parents. The data were obtained by using two kinds of instruments,
those are questionnaires of parenting and socioeconomic status which
have tested the validity in a number of students and data of the ELR of
children got from student’s English achievement in school. Those data
were analyzed by using path analysis of Amos 20.0. The researcher
concludes that (1) the correlation of parenting with ELR indicates the
higher quality of parenting they have the higher children gain ELR, on
the contrary the less quality of parenting they have the less children
gain ELR, (2) SES has almost none indication to have correlation with
ELR, (3) The higher SES the better parenting do and the lower SES
the worst parenting do.
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Abstrak
Studi ini bertujuan untuk mencari tahu hubungan Parenting dan
Status Sosial Ekonomi (SES) terhadap Kesiapan Belajar Bahasa
Inggris (ELR) anak. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mencari tahu
hubungan antara kualitas parenting dan status sosial ekonomi
terhadap ELR anak. Kajian ini menerapkan penelitian kuantitatif dan
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digolongkan kedalam penelitian korelasi yang mendeskripsikan
tentang kondisi yang sudah ada. Populasi dalam penelitian ini adalah
siswa kelas dua dari enam sekolah dasar yang ada di Kecamatan
Tamalate Makassar tahun ajaran 2012/2013 dimana bahasa Inggris
diajarkan pada kelas dua. Jumlah sampel adalah 105 siswa yang
dipilih dari jumlah kuesioner yang terkumpul dan diisi secara baik
oleh orang tua. Data diperoleh dari dua jenis instrumen, yaitu
kuesioner parenting dan status sosial ekonomi yang telah diuji
validitasnya pada sejumlah siswa. Data dari ELR anak diperoleh dari
pencapaian bahasa Inggrisnya di sekolah. Data-data tersebut
dianalisa dengan menggunakan analisis jalur Amos 20.0. Peneliti
menyimpulkan bahwa (1) semakin tinggi kualitas parenting yang
diperoleh anak semakin baik kesiapan belajar bahasa inggris anak,
sebaliknya semakin rendah kualitas parenting yang diperoleh semakin
rendah pula kesiapan belajar bahasa inggrisnya, (2) SES hampir
tidak memberikan pengaruh terhadap kesiapan belajar bahasa inggris
anak, (3) semakin tinggi SES semakin baik kualitas parenting yang
diberikan, sebaliknya semakin rendah SES semakin rendah pula
kualitas parenting yang diberikan pada anak.
Kata kunci: parenting, status sosial ekonomi, kesiapan belajar anak.

Introduction
Learning readiness ascertained has close relation with learning outcomes,
matured learning readiness can produce a good learning outcomes as concluded
by Putri (2011) and Darso (2011) in Suviana (2012). Increasing the ELR of the
students needs the involvement of parents in home. Low parental education level
and/or lack of parental knowledge about how necessary it is to talk to children,
read to children, and explain to children to acquaint them with the English
language circumstance, contribute the low level of ELR. Children believe that
parental involvement is important, they commonly realized that their parents are
involved in their learning. They indicated parents and other adults living with
them, "encourage them to work hard at school," " praise them for doing well," and
"check to see if they are doing their homework". Parenting could play an
important role in determining a child’s ELR performance. It is believed that
parenting may perhaps be one of the sources of influence that determine a child’s
ELR performance.
Studies have indicated that parents with higher educational level could
motivate the intellectual potential within children that may lead them to perform
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better in school then in return they strive for further education (Haveman &
Wolfe, 1995 in Hanafi, 2008). For example, parents’ educational level may
influence endorsement to children to introduce English earlier. Educated parents
were also found to be able to make constructive decisions, such as how much time
to spend with their children or how much income to give for their children’s
education. Time available in foster children is the indication of communication
frequency between children and parents. This avenue could be the best moment to
teach children vocabulary or any kind of simple phrase. But this kind activity will
be existed if parents has English knowledge even just a bit, or having competence
to read and write. Low income parents could empower themselves to help their
children mastering English Language at early age in order to get a bigger chance
in the future. Regarding to these research problems, the researcher formulated
research question “Do Parenting and Socioeconomic status have correlation to
English Learning Readiness of children?”
The result of this research is expected to have significance as the source of
information about the strenghts and the weaknesses of students regarding their
parenting specially provide an accurate data about the correlation of Parenting and
Socioeconomic Status toward the students’ ELR. The result also expected to be
the useful information for teachers, particularly English teachers to develop their
sensibility towards the students background in order to be a consideration in
designing Lesson Plan to enclose authentic materials to make it more effective,
communicative and functional.

English Learning Readiness
Some teachers are quite aware about their pupil tremendous differences,
but it is not a guarantee for teacher to teach successfully in the classroom.
Teachers should know the nature and the extent of these differences. It needs
more than just knowing about learning, teacher should aware about the learners’
differences, the factors which bring these differences, the methods which seem
best fitted to appraising readiness, and taking readiness which had been built
before entering the classroom into account in teaching (Blair, et al. 1967).
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When teacher entering the English class suddenly, they will find that the
ELR of students are vary. It will be very hard to find class in a same standardized
performance of students in their English ability. They have various previous
knowledge in English that they experienced from their home, kindergarten and
any other settings they got before entering elementary school.
Nasution (1987) stated that learning readiness is conditions overtake the
learning process. Based on the statement above, it is true that before the target
performance of one activity of learning such as English, there are some conditions
supported before. In order for children to fully benefit from school instructions in
English subject, they need to be given previous knowledge of English at their
fullest learning potential. The most potential children find this environment is
their own home involving parents and their home facilities. Children master
different skills at different ages; no two children will master skills at the same
rate. It is the opportunity for parents to be aware of what material they could give
to their children before entering level of elementary school that included English
as their subject.
English Learning Readiness is a period when a student is ready to learn
English at the first grade they are given English subject in elementary school. In
Indonesia, many elementary schools applied English as a subject at the first level.
That is why learning readiness which they aquired in home is important for
student in order to be success in school. If a student does not have the framework
on which to place the newly learnt information, they will have difficulties
retaining it or even comprehending it. Students can become overwhelmed and can
start to have negative feelings about school and learning, likewise when they
come to English language learning.

Parenting
The researcher took a theory from Saxton (1983) to become the
measurement of parenting quality in this research. The theory has clearly
explanation about the components of development in which parents can do to
promote the full development of whatever potential a child may possess as
follows:
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1) Providing adequate nutrition
Nutrition is a component that might be ignored by some parents whereas
the process of brain development even before the child is born and considering to
time extent, the development even before the child is conceived. Adequate
nutrition is necessary to provide the basic elements that are used in the brain
development. Physical development of children’s brain between the time of
conception and the time they are eighteen to twenty four months old determine
their fullest potential of the development.
2) Providing emotional security
Emotional

security

in

children

such

as

affection,

acceptance,

understanding, and respect will construct consideration about the world as
relatively good, stable, pleasant, and ultimately manageable. Conversely when
these needs are not satisfied, children will sense the world as unstable, unpleasant,
and threatening, and feel relatively inadequate to cope with the exigencies and
demands of a dangerous and hostile environment (Coleman 1979 in Saxton 1983).
When the children have found their basic trust, their world is quicksand. Without
the basic trust they cannot establish autonomy (self-reliance) and through
successive stages, they develop their full potential as individuals (Erikson 1963 in
Saxton 1983). The critical period for the provision of emotional support seems to
be from birth to about five years of age, deprivation after this period does not give
extreme damage moreover if the early experience of parental care has been
enriched. Children whom their needs in affection are fulfilled become increasingly
easy to love whereas children whose do not become increasingly hard to love,
irritable, demanding and petulant.
3) Instilling values
A child acquires value through their interaction within the family.
Anything prohibited or demanded, what is respected or disdain, idealized or
ridiculed in their society which the family held and transmitted to their children.
Such values influence the type and the extent of the mastery skills the child
initially acquires. Family values conveyed to children in different behaviors which
make different affects in the children’s skills mastering and influence their
progress in school and subsequent lifestyle.
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4) Teaching mastery skills
The

importance

of

providing

the

information,

equipment,

and

opportunities necessary for the acquisition of mastery skills, should not be
abandoned. Acquiring English does not need the intentional process, it could be
experienced in any time from the manipulation objects in their environment.
Parents have a role as the conductor in the learning process.
Socioeconomic Status (SES)
Idi (2010) mentions that sociology experts believe that almost all of the
sectors are unequal, socioeconomic is the sector that the researcher interested in
where children raised in different family with different level of SES. SES is an
economic and sociological combined total measure of an individual's or family’s
economic and social position in relation to others, based on income, education,
and occupation. When analyzing a family’s SES, the household income, earners'
education, and occupation are examined, as well as combined income, versus with
an individual, when their own attributes are assessed. Describing socioeconomic
status of a family, it would be classified into three categories, high SES, middle
SES, and low SES. A family or individual categorized into one of the three
above, any or all of the three variables, income, education, and occupation can be
assessed.

Methodology
This research applied quantitative research, the case conducts in
correlational research which describes an existing condition. This research has
tried to determine the correlation between parenting and socioeconomic status to
the English Learning Readiness of children. The data were obtained from two
questionnaires of parenting and socioeconomic status which have tested the
validity in a number of students. The questionnaires delivered to six elementary
schools in Kecamatan Tamalate which applied English as their subject in first and
second grade of students. 105 questionnaires of each parenting and socioeconomic
status are considered filled properly by their parents are chosen to analyze further.
Amos 20.0 used to analyze the data by using path analysis.
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Findings
The statistic gives two equations which show the correlation of parenting,
SES and ELR. The path analysis in Model 3 which is chosen as the best model in
this statistic and the Intercepts result two equations known as Structural Equation
Model (SEM) as follows:
P = 0.59s

Y= 77.95+0.34p-0.05s

Path analysis in Model 3 is as follows:
SES

-.05

.59

Parenting

ELR

.34

Figure 1. Path Analysis of SES, Parenting and ELR
1) Correlation of Parenting with ELR
The unstandardized regression weights shows that Parenting has a positive
correlation towards ELR with probability values p=0,021<α=0.05 which mean
significant correlation. It is shown from path coefficient of Parenting to ELR as
8,917. The path coefficient analysis is the unstandardized one, so it is required the
standardized coefficient to compare both of them. It has to be done because the
unstandardized regression weight cannot be compared between one and another.
Figure 1. shows that the correlation of ELR and Parenting with path
coefficien is 0.342. Hypothesis 1 which is aimed to find out the correlation of
parenting and ELR shows a positive one with probability value is p=0.021<0.05
means that the correlation is significant (H1 is accepted).
The analysis shows that correlation of parenting and ELR is low, it could
be caused by the condition of parents whose job mostly as a daily laborer and
retailer. Therefore, the researcher can assume that parenting also needs the support
of financial background in their efforts to encourage their children to acquire
English. But this kind of support seems hard to find in low income family due to
their capability in financial. Most of them run their children’s education without
making any plans.
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2) Correlation of Socioeconomic Status with ELR
The unstandardized regression weights shows that SES has a negative
correlation towards ELR with probability value p=0,687>α=0.05 which is not
significant. It is proved from the path coefficient of SES to ELR as -1,123.
As comparison, the result of the Standardized Regression Weight is the
same with Unstandardized Regression Weights. The coefficient of correlation
SES to ELR is -0.053. The statistic shows a negative correlation of SES and ELR
(Hypothesis 2). But probability value of this correlation is p= 0.687 means the
correlation is not significant (H2 is rejected).
Scheele et al. (2010) in Paradis (no date) suggests socio-economic status
should be considered as a separate factor from overall quantity of L2 input in the
home. In line with the finding, the almost none correlation of SES and ELR
verifies the theory from Paradis. This finding supports the previous one about
correlation of parenting and ELR. So, it is not necessity for children supported
with a great financial to find them accustomed to English.
Appropriate parenting can do much to make up for a poor start in life and
for the correlates of poverty (Eloff & Ebersohn, 2004). Parents actually can make
any effort to overcome inadequacy of their financial to provide English
environment to their children. They do not need to buy expensive toys and
educational games to stimulate their children cognitively, there are many free
material available in their surroundings such as old newspapers, old magazines,
discarded empty boxes foods such as noodles, biscuits and many else and
advertising board on the street can be used for acknowledge the English. To
connect with internet is not expensive things nowadays. Many internet shops
provide a cheap price to get on line with the internet. Moreover, this is one of
children’s favorite places to play recently. By guidance from parents or adult,
children can acquire the new language from many resources. Eloff & Ebersohn
(2004) states that the more the child’s environment promotes intellectual
stimulation, feelings of personal value and control, the more likely she is to
overcome the effects of a poor start in life.
3) Correlation of Socioeconomic Status with Parenting
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The unstandardized regression weights shows that SES has a positive
correlation with parenting in coefficient 0.484 with probability value
0.00<α=0.05. In line with the standardized regression weights, the path analysis
above shows the correlation between the criterion toward the predictor is that SES
correlates to Parenting as much as 0.59. The probability value of this correlation is
p=0.000<p=0.001.
Socioeconomic status of family has a crucial role in children’s
development. Financial stability will bring parents to make a better relationship
with children because they can focus to children and their development (Idi,
2011), as Eloff & Ebersohn (2004) states that a lack of parental interaction can
deter child development.
Conclusion and Suggestion
Based on the findings and discussion in the previous chapter, the
researcher put forward the following conclusions:
1.

The correlation of parenting to ELR (H1) is 0.34, this is significant since the
probability value is 0.021<α=0.05. The researcher concludes that the
correlation of parenting with ELR indicates that the higher quality of
parenting they have the higher children gain ELR, on the contrary the less
quality of parenting the less children gain ELR.

2.

Correlation of SES to ELR (H2) is almost none -0.053, means SES has
almost none indication to have correlation with ELR. Probability value of this
finding is 0.687, means that the correlation is not significant. However, the
correlation of SES and ELR still have to be considered in learning readiness
of English.

3.

The correlation of SES with parenting (H3) coefficient 0.59 and probability
value 0.00 is significant. This moderate correlation of SES with parenting
explains about the influence of socioeconomic status to parenting. The higher
SES the better parenting do and the lower SES the worst parenting do.
Home is socialization agent for children and parents are their first

educators. Good interaction between them may be a main capital to create English
environment in their surroundings as resources to introduce English for children
early. Socioeconomic status should not be an obstacle for children to get them
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accustomed with English environment. However, financial stability will bring
parents to make a better relationship with children because they can focus to
children and their development.
Based on the conclusions above, the researcher addresses the following
suggestion and recommendation:
1.

Parents may believe that socioeconomic status is not an obstacle for their
children having competence in English, they can empower their English
learning resources around them to encourage children to be aware in English
environment in order to prepare them ready to learn English at school.

2.

Parent should empower their socioeconomic status to create life regularity in
their home which can give pleasantness for children playing and studying
with support of good parenting.

3.

Parents with high income household still have to be aware of how they treat
their children, even they provide their children many facilities and English
resources but still, they have to accompany them to use those resources since
parents are the most factors who give their children intervention start from
their prenatal and newborn, including their effort to introduce English in their
daily life.

4.

Teacher must be sensitive to the parents’ circumstances. They have to make a
good relationship with parents in order to interact with children more
productively.
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